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Concerts begin at 7 pm, at the William H Wakeman III Theater 
Cultural Center of Charlotte County, 2280 Aaron Street, Port Charlotte, FL 33952 

 

Admission  is FREE for CCJS members; $20  for non-members.  
 

Tickets are available at the box office starting at 6:30 pm on concert night or in advance  through 
the box office at (941) 625-4175 X 221. Seating is on a first-come, first-served basis.               

Cultural Center website - www.theculturalcenter.com                                                                             
Theater management contact (941) 625-4175 X 240 

BIG NAMES COMING 
WITH LOTS OF 
GREAT JAZZ 
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Community Partners 

 

2019-2020 CCJS Supporters  
 

 

DIAMOND:   ($500 - $10,000)  
 Gerald & Louise Golomb  
  Jerry & Lynda Platt 
 Marco Knapp & James Stern 
 

PLATINUM: ($250-$499)  
 Susan Jarosik and Dean Fournier 

 

GOLD:    ($100-$249)  
 Bobbie & Paul Bankson 
 Sally Scholz & Jim Howarth 
 Barbara Howe McPherson & Gene McPherson 
 Lucille & Gene Murphy 
 Ann & Skip Peerless 
 

  

SILVER:   ($50-$99) 
 Alice & George Clattenburg 
 Jodi & Harvey Goldstein 
 Carole Bureett & Herb Levin 
 Jan & Jack Lucey 
 Dennis Lumburg 
 Lynnore Feinberg & Robert Munson 
 

BRONZE:   ($15-$49) 
  Marilyn Burysz 
  David Dunlap 
  
    

Car, Homeowners  & Life Insurance Quotes 

Graddy Insurance 

Mick Graddy 

2825 Tamiami Trail 

Punta Gorda FL  33950 

 

rex@kochcpas.com                                                                                                                                           
www.kochcpas.com                                                                                                                                                                       

252 West Olympia Ave  Tel: 941-637-0544                                               

 

 

Printed by :  

2320 Tamiami Trail 
Port Charlotte,  

941-624-3713 

Theresa Stevens, HAS, BC-HIS 
Board Certified Hearing Instrument Sciences 

3052 Harbor Blvd Unit 1 
P:941-255-0038 

Theresa_Stevens@aah.net 

Voice: 941-916-5671 
http://www.tropicalwebworks.com 

Sonja Ray 
Soja@tropicalwebworks.com 

10361 Tamiami Trail, Punta Gorda FL 33950 
941-639-6500—www.thefiorentina.com  

Live Jazz 6-9 Monday & Tuesday 

LIVE JAZZ AT   
PORT CHARLOTTE GOLF CLUB 

 

Jazz Jams from 1 - 4 pm on February 9, 
March 1, and April 5, 2020.  

 

 Limited seating - Members only 
 Performers include local & area jazz musicians                

& vocalists. 
FREE to CCJS members 

 
Food and beverage will be available for purchase.             

We’re all about jazz. 
 

1951 Tamiami Trail, Port Charlotte 
941.255.0994 
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Diane & Henning Anderson 
Bill Chisholm & Susie Anderson 
Jack Barghausen 
Betty Barriga 
Richard Toison & Barbara Berman  
Kathleen Berst 
Nancy & John Biggins 
Diana & Dick Clarke 
Renetta & Terry Cochran 
Karen & Mike Corliss 
Barbara Deeble 
Gloria Diedrich 
Elizabeth Dunlap 
Ronnie Edmandsen 
Nancy & Fred Emshousen 
Peter Durham 
Linda Garcia 
Patricia & Robert Girard 
Mary Ann Farnquist & James DeGood 
Joyce Gothman 
Penny Holmes 
Heritage Oaks Assisted Living 
Linda Epplett & John Haviland 
Patti & Thad Hetherington 
Berenice & John Hooton 
Mary Ilcyn 
Berry Jerhune 
Cynthia Katz 
Perri & Dennis Johnson 

LaDonna & Hans-Joachim Krenz 
Lori & Gerald Larson 
Julia & Daniel Liller 
Alyce Martin 
Anita Russo & Bruce Martin 
Judith Martin 
Pat Ferrari & Jimmy Mason 
Jackie Pashko & Herb Mayer 
Betsy & Scott Mitchell 
Valerie Peterson 
Nancy Razvoza 
Norma Jock & Marti Rosenberger  
Camille Rodriguez 
Carol Scheller 
Peggy Schenk 
Barbara & Roger Sipson 
Yvonne Watson-Smith 
Harley Sommerfeld 
Sarah & George Stern 
Cheryl & Burt Stutchin 
Betty Terhune 
Denny Ouiatt & Karen Traweek 
Gurio Vincenti 
Susan & Fedele Volpe 
Elizabeth Walton 
Judith Waterman 
Lina Weeks 
Bill Whitney 

Hotline (941) 766-9422 & www.ccjazz.org  
      www.facebook.com/ccjazzsociety 

JAZZ AT THE LIBRARY 
 

On Wednesday March 25th the annual concert at the Mid County Regional Library 
will take place at 6 p.m.  This free event is co-sponsored by the Charlotte County Li-
brary System and the Charlotte County Jazz Society.  The 70 minute concert will be 
held in the large meeting room at the library located at 2050 Forest Nelson Blvd., Port 
Charlotte.   
  
Appearing will be Chris Brown (vocals), Chuck Parr (drums), Herb Bruce (trombone),  
Mike Parmelee (saxophone), Matt Bokulic (piano) and Vince Evans (bass).  The se-
ries has been annual event since 2006 and has featured dozens of musicians from 
around Southwest Florida. 
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Reprinted with permission from writer-
photographer Ken Franckling’s Jazz Notes 

The big-band legacy is alive and well in hands like these 

Saxophonist Craig Christman brought his Stardust Memories Big Band to Port Charlotte on 
Monday, December 9, for a concert that scored well on every measuring chart. His mission with 
this five-year-old band from Collier County is to keep alive the 
legacy of America's classic large bands.   

Performing for the Charlotte County Jazz Society, he did so in 
clever ways that also honored some of the second-generation 
outfits that emerged from the Swing Era's heyday. As a result. 
the CCJS audience was transported to big-band heaven for a 
few hours.  

In this two-set, 23-song performance, the 18-piece 
Stardust Memories band performed  vintage material from the likes of Benny Good-
man, Harry James, Glenn Miller and Artie Shaw , as well as some Duke Ellington and 
Count Basie material. There was also a dollop of Stan Kenton, Quincy Jones and Doc 
Severinsen's NBC Tonight Show Band. The band also played two Buddy Rich band 
charts of classic material (Duke Ellington's "In a Mellow Tone" and Cole Porter's "Love 
For Sale").  

Nelson Riddle's arrangements also figured prominently as singer Walt Andrus per-
formed seven Frank Sinatra classic hits. Andrus, who moved to Southwest Florida 
several years ago, was a member of The Pied Pipers vocal group before trombonist 
Buddy Morrow hired him to sing with the Morrow-led Tommy Dorsey Orchestra. An-

drus worked with the orchestra for 15 years starting in 1988. He is blessed with an 
uncanny mid-career Sinatra sound when Ol' Blue Eyes was at his prime.  

The high-octane Christman band roared through Glenn Miller's "In The Mood," "A 
String of Pearls," "Amercan Patrol" and "Sing, Sing, Sing," as well as a Miller arrange-
ment of W.C. Handy's St. Louis Blues." The delicacy of Stan Kenton's arrangement of 
"Here's That Rainy Day" showcased the band's subtler side.  

Christman shifted to piccolo for his solos on Quincy Jones' "Soul 
Bossa Nova," more familiar to many as the movie theme from Austin 

Powers. John Keevil added a fine piano solo here.   

The band closed the first set with "Sing, Sing, Sing," the highlight of Goodman's renowned 1938 
Carnegie Hall concert. Drummer Paul Gavin, who was swinging hard all night, was up to the chal-
lenge on this Gene Krupa hallmark. It opened the second set with another burner, "Theme from 
Police Squad!," the short-lived TV show that inspired The Naked Gun movies.  

Andrus reprised "Night and Day," "I've Got You Under My Skin," "Pennies From Heaven," (which Sinatra recorded 
with the Count Basie Orchestra), "The Song Is You," "That's Life," "My Way" (another Keevil highlight) and the 
night's encore, "New York. New York."  

Christman turned in the evening's most poignant moment with 
his solos on a Dave Wolpe arrangement of the Johnny Mandel-
Johnny Mercer classic ballad "Emily." He said it is a favorite 
tune - because it is his daughter's name.  

There was another Tommy Dorsey Band connection at work. 
Saxophonist Terry Myers, a regular performer at CCJS concerts 
through the years. is the current leader of that band. He was in 
the spotlight on several fine solos.  

An audience estimated at more than 330 turned out for the 
CCJS concert at the Cultural Center of Charlotte County's William H. Wakeman III Theater.  

    Craig Christman  

Walt Andrus 

Tom Weaver, Paul Gavin, Terry 
Myers  

Terry Myers 

      The Starlight Memories Big Band 
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Drummer Eddie Metz Jr.’s trio with Italian pianist Rossano Sportiello and Australian bassist-singer Nicki Parrott sure 
knows how to swing its music. It did so on Monday, January 13 with creativity, poignancy, a bit of humor – and a pro-
gram that honored the players’ great influencers.  
 

This was the band’s fourth visit to the Charlotte County Jazz Society’s concert stage in 
nine seasons. It was clear from the first notes that their sound and simpatico have 

reached new heights – and the audience responded in kind. 
This is a band of equal partners. Their concert programming 
has evolved over the years to a point where they have com-
bined their formidable musical talents in ways that appeal to 
their listeners.  
 

Sportiello’s keyboard command and sprightly Stride-influenced 
style set the tone for the night as the band opened with Earl 
Hines’ “A Monday Date,” then dug into a stunning version of 
Erroll Garner’s “Misty” that showcased Parrott’s melodic bass 
artistry on her mid-tune solo. The segment ended with their teasing take on Stride master 
Fats Waller’s “Honeysuckle Rose.”  
 

The next segment underscored Parrott’s vocals. This being the centennial year of Peggy 
Lee’s birth, she opened with the Lee hit “It’s a Good Day,” 
then performed the Nat King Cole hit “L-O-V-E” and Ella 
Fitzgerald’s 1936 hit “Mr. Paganini.”  She also performed 

Lee’s classic “Fever” later in the concert.  
 

The first set concluded with material associated with Count Basie. The bandleader 
hired 20-year-old Metz, who was still in school at William Paterson University, to go 
on the road for six months as the band’s drummer in the early 1980s. What a way to 
boost a career. The trio performed “Shiny Stockings” and “Shoe Shine Boy” with the 
drummer’s power and subtleties on full display. 
 

Sportiello paid additional tribute to Garner, as well as George Shearing (“She”), Os-
car Peterson and Chopin in the second set. After the pianist dug into Garner’s “”I 
Can’t Get Started,” Metz shook his head and said, “If you closed your eyes, you’d 
swear Erroll Garner was playing here tonight.” Sportiello’s treatment of Peterson’s 
classic ballad “You Look Good to Me” honored the composer but was imbued with 
his own touches. Later, he reimagined the classical “Waltz in C Sharp Minor” as a 
meeting of the minds between composer Chopin and Fats Waller. It was a stunning 
display of his piano mastery.  
 

In a poignant change of pace, Parrott performed one more modern song in honor of the firefighters, animal rescue 
personnel and others helping combat Australia's horrific bush fires. She chose “Rainbow Connection,” which Kermit 
the Frog sang in 1979’s The Muppet Movie. Later, she honored guitarist and inventor Les Paul, with whom she 
played for 10 years at Iridium in New York. The two-song tribute included “Young at Heart” (with a few lyrical twists) 
and “How High the Moon,” which was a 1951 mega-hit for Paul and his wife, singer Mary Ford.  
 

Florida-based Metz, whose roots are in Michigan, completed his Basie tribute with a clever solo performance of 
“Cute” from the Count’s repertoire. He played this version of the Neal Hefti tune out in front of his drum set, using 
brushes on a cardboard box held between his legs. He reached back a few times to hit the bass drum or a cymbal for 
added effect.  The trio closed things out with 
“St. Louis Blues,” with the audience standing 
in masse and clapping along on this exhila-
rating evening.  Early in the concert, Parrott 
thanked the audience for turning out in such 
strong numbers “on a Tuesday night.” She 
returned three days earlier from as Australian 
holiday visit. Parrott was jet-lagged, but you 
couldn’t tell in her playing. Reminded that it 
was Monday, she quipped, “It’s Tuesday in 
Australia.” 
  

The Port Charlotte concert opened a week-
long Florida tour by the trio. It drew a crowd 
of more than 380 people to the Cultural Center of Char-

Rossano Sportiello 

Marty Morell

              

      The International Trio 

            Nicki Parrott 

       Eddie Metz Jr. 

Reprinted with permission from writer-
photographer Ken Franckling’s Jazz Notes blog. 

The International Trio’s return visit swings mightiy 
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YOU CAN BECOME A LEGACY SUPPORTER 

Charlotte County Jazz Society is deeply grateful to former members Marjorie Jean Biermann, Helen 
Langdon, Donatella and Ken Neumann and Roberta Gasparri.  Their generous bequests now play a ma-
jor role in helping fund the outstanding jazz artists brought to our community by CCJS.  They have also 
been instrumental in supporting our commitment to pass on our love of jazz with the awarding of annual 
scholarships to graduating high school seniors.  We invite you to join us in our mission to preserve, pro-
mote and present live jazz by including CCJS in your will, trust, retirement account or life insurance poli-
cy, or with a donation to CCJS in honor or memory of a fellow jazz lover. For more detailed information, 
please contact any CCJS officer or director as listed on the last page.   

A CCJS matinee at The Grill at 1951 

Pianist Roy Gerson, a native New Yorker who moved to 
Naples a couple of years ago, gave the Charlotte County 
Jazz Society a taste of his keyboard mastery on Tuesday, 
January 21 at The Grill at 1951.  More than 100 people 
filled the Grill for the event.  

The Port Charlotte 
restaurant, formerly 
JD’s Bistro & Grille, 
changed ownership 

at the end of 2019.  
Its new owner, Dave 

Eger, has committed to continuing the CCJS commu-
nity partnership that began with JD’s in 2018. 

Gerson has chops galore, with a lot of Stride and boogle-woogle on display as he dug into 
Great American Songbook classics, primarily its 1940s and ‘50s chapters.  He was support-
ed for the afternoon by his wife, the soulful singer Corrine Manning, and versatile bassist 
Don Mopsick, a 19-year veteran of the Jim Cullum Classic Jazz Band. 

The event was a preview in a way for Gerson’s February 10 CCJS concert appearance.  
He will appear that night with his eight-member Swingtet.  He assembled the band to re-
create the 1940s Manhattan supper club atmosphere when you could hear top jazz musi-
cians play a wide variety of swing, Latin and pop music for dining, listening and dancing.   

            Roy Gerson 

Gerson, Mopsick & Manning 

Don Mopsick & Corrine Manning 
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The Grill at 1951 

Fine Dining with new menus 
1951 Tamiami Trail, Port Charlotte 

JAZZ Tuesdays & Thursdays 
 

 Tuesdays     Tony Boffa  6 to 10 pm 
 

 Thursdays  Glenn Paladino & Natalie Barber 6 to 10 pm 
  

 Hours, 12 to 10 seven days a week 
 
 Call ahead for reservations  941-255-0994 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE 
SINGLE $50  - COUPLE $100 

 

1 CONCERT COSTS $20  
for non-members 

 

Members get 7 Concerts, 7 Jams  
and other activities 

Membership card active for 1 year from the 
month that you join. 

Hotline: 941-766-9422 
 

CCJS on the Web! 
 

www.ccjazz.org 
 

  Check the concert schedule 
 

  Join the jazz society  
 

  Preview upcoming  
    concerts and events 

 Find out where your favorite 

jazz artists are playing  
 

LIKE us on Facebook  

www.facebook.com 

Charlotte County Jazz -CCJS 

 

A REMINDER TO ALL SCHOOL 
BAND DIRECTORS 

  

All directors, middle school, high school and 
college students will be given a FREE pass to 
get into any CCJS concert.  Please stop by the 

membership desk as you enter the theater 
with your ID for your free pass for the evening. 

The Sarasota Jazz Project 
William H Wakeman III Cultural Center Theater 

box office (941) 625-4175 X 221.  
  website - www.theculturalcenter.com       

       

November 25, 2019             December 16, 2019    
  January 6, 2020    February 24, 2020    

March 23, 2020          April 6, 2020  
All concerts start at 7 pm 

Several guest artists are scheduled  
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In Tune is published four times a year 
(Oct., Dec., Feb., and April).  We wel-
come pertinent articles, letters and news 
items space permitting.  Opinions ex-
pressed are those  of  the  writers and 
not necessarily those of the CCJS.  
 

Don’t forget to take advantage of our 
CCJS email list.  We try to send out re-
minders for events by email.  
Please send your name and 
email address to Connie at  
 

intunejazz@gmail.com 

INGROOV “THE LITTLE BIG BAND”  
1ST & 3RD WEDNESDAY 

Of every month through April 
Except for the 2ND & 4TH WEDNESDAY IN 

JAN 2020 ONLY 
Held in the Music room of the Charlotte Cultural 

Center from 2 to 4 pm 

F     
R 
E 
D 

 
C 
A 
P 
I 
T 
E 
L 
L 
I 

For more information, Fred Capitelli   941-743-2157  
for more INGROOV events . 



 

 

CCJS 2019  Of f i cers    
 

 Dave Nims, President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941.743.9511 

 Jim Howarth Vice President  . . . . . . . . . .  941.505.2789 

 Chris (Brown) Fitzgerald, Treasurer . . . . . 941.629.5338  

 Lynda Platt, Secretary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  941.347.8403 

Directors  
 Ennis Bisbano, Scholarship . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941.623.0619 

 Fred Capitelli, Scholarship . . . . . . . . . . . . .   941.743.2157 

 Dan Cobb, Finance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   740.361.4060 

 Pam Koontz, Scholarship . . . . . . . .. . . . . .   941.749.0469 

 Aaron Lucas, Scholarship  . . . . .  . . . . . . . .    502.386.3631     

 Robert Murray, Events . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  941.460.4871 

 Tom Osborne, Jazz Jams . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   941.625.2123 

 Mike Parmelee, Concert & Jam Coordinator  . .  

 Charlotte Quinn, Historian . . . . . . . . . . . . .  715.570.7593 
 Ron Wallis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941.625.1542 

 

  
 

CCJS HOTLINE:  941.766.9422 
www.ccjazz.org 

www.facebook.com/ccjazzsociety    
 

Photography by Ken Franckling 

All That’s Jazz 

P.O. Box 495321 

Port Charlotte, Florida 33949  

2019-2020  

Concert Season 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
October  14    ALLAN VACHE QUINTET 
     

November  11     JOHNNY VARRO &  
        HIS SWING SEVEN 

 
December  9   CRAIG CHRISTMAN with the 
  STARDUST MEMORIES BIG BAND  
 
January  13    EDDIE METZ & the                    
      INTERNATIONAL TRIO  
   
 

February  10  The ROY GERSON SWINGTET 
     
 

March   9    DIEGO FIGUEIREDO & TRIO 
 
 

April  13   DOUBLE CONCERT   
 RICK HOWARD QUARTET & 
 HAMILTON - MARTIN QUARTET 
 

 

Name :______________________________ 

Address: ____________________________ 

City: _______________________________ 

State: ____________Zip:_______________ 

Phone: ____________ Cell:______________ 

Email:_______________________________ 

Occupation / Special Skills: 

Musician?________ Willing to Volunteer?__ 

Mail check made to CCJS : CCJS 

PO Box 495321, Port Charlotte, FL 33949 

Rolling membership available.   

Single $50  - Couple $100 

Members get 7 Concerts, 7 Jams and other activities.  
Membership card active for 1 year from the month that 

you join. 
Hotline: 941-766-9422 

Www.ccjazz.org 
Www.facebook.com/ccjazzociety 

intunejazz@gmail.com 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 



 


