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Concerts begin at 7 pm, at the William H Wakeman III Theater 
Cultural Center of Charlotte County, 2280 Aaron Street, Port Charlotte, FL 33952 

 

Admission  is FREE for CCJS members; $20  for non-members.  
 

Tickets are available at the box office starting at 6:30 pm on concert night or in advance  
through the box office at 625-4175 X 221. Seating is on a first-come, first-served basis.  
  

April 
DIXIELAND JAZZ NIGHT 

Herb Bruce & Herbicide Jazz Band 

WE HOPE YOU ENJOYED THE GREAT JAZZ MUSIC THIS SEASON 
 

MORE TO COME  
 

MAKE SURE YOUR ROLLING MEMBERSHIP IS CURRENT           
SEE YOU SOON 
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JoAnne & Don Alphin 
Dierdre & David Ames 
Marilyn & Win Bestwick 
Hans Blatter 
Kathleen & Michael Brush 
Dianne & Thomas Canoles 
Janet & Charles Cheeseman 
George Magnan & Kathleen Chase 
George-Ann Howell & Jerry Ciccone 
Chris Clark 

Bradley Corbett 
Karen & Michael Corliss 
Linda & Albert Corrao 
Susan & John Cravens 
Marty Donovan 
Bea Douglas 
Wade Durlam 
Jeanette & Neil Eritano 
Martha & David Greenlee 
Marilyn Gustin 
Vickie Lacognata & Norm Harper 
Rita & Don Harris 
Hans Hauri 
Charlene & Rick Hayman 
Marilyn DeMara & Ted Heighington 

Ann & Bob Holden 
Barbara M. Hooker 
Roy Johnson 
Jeanette Jossi & Robert Klitzke 

Barbara Kratt 
Barbara LeRoy 
Mary Ellen & Jerry Leonard 
Jan & Jack Lucey 
Judith Lowes & Douglas Lynn 
Bill Main 
Jane & Ken Meyer 
Barbara & Gene McPherson 
Jo Moorer 
Judith Morgan 
Edith Nelson 
Pat & Bernard Nolan 
Judy Oswald 
Ann & Skip Peerless 
James Reagan 
Jan Reynolds 
JoAnn & Timothy Schwob 
Eileen & Jim Shugart 
Melinda & Greg Smith 
Ray Steinwehe 
Ann Till 
Betty Terhune 
Joan & Phil Tirino 
D.J. & Richard Volkart 
Bill Vollmar 
Diane & John Welsh 
Bill Whitney 
Howard Eimer & Randi Wills 

 

Community Partners 

 

Printed by :  

2320 Tamiami Trail 
Port Charlotte,  

941-624-3713 

2017-2018 CCJS Supporters  
 

 

Annual Deluxe Membership: ($500 - $10,000)  
 Louise & Gerald Golomb 
 Jerry & Lynda Platt 
 

Big Band Swinger:($250-$499)  
 Susie Jarosik & Dean Fournier 
 

Cool Cat: ($100-$249)  
 Steve Bjorkman 
 Doris Conboy 
 Sally Scholz & Jim Howarth 
 Linda Duncan & Phil Katz 
 Lucille & Gene Murphy 
 Dan Smith  
 

Bopper: ($50-$99) 
 Lynn Ritchie 
 

Hipster: ($15-$49) 
 Joyce & William Braatz 
 Marilyn & John Campbell 
 Alice & George Clattenburg  
 Gertrud Hall 
 Lynnore Feinbrg & Robert Munson 
 Sonja & Charles Singmaster  
 Alice & Joseph Walker 
 Eileen Wein 

Car, Homeowners  & Life Insurance Quotes 

Graddy Insurance 

Mick Graddy 

2825 Tamiami Trail 

Punta Gorda FL  33950 

  941-637-1366 

 

 
Anna Julian 

 

In honor of my  
husband Al, former 
board member of  

CCJS. 
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Judy & Vince Anderson 
Adriana Austin 
Bobbie & Paul Bankson 
Barbara & Robert Barrett 
Carol & Hugo Berntsson 
Terry & Ennis Bisbano 
Steve Bjorkman 
Tony Boffa 
Daphne Bogues 
Joan & James Bondick 
Marietta & Richard Boyes 
Joyce & William Braatz 
Camille & Patrick Bradley 
Donald Brown 
Carol & Charles Burnette 
Marilyn Burysz 
Elli & Shawn Chamberlin 
Marilyn & John Campbell 
Wanda Carter & Fred Capitelli 
Barb & Paul Cartwright 
Nancy & Louis Cascone 
George Magnan & Kathleen Chase 
Alice & George Clattenburg 
Emily & Dan Cobb 
Stephen Kaprelian & Billie Cohen 

Doris Conboy 
Nancy Cordts 
Linda & Albert Corrao 
Shirley & Gerald Corrao 
Rita & Richard Cronan 
Ellen Daugherty 
Sandra Davidson 
Hilda Dillman 
Jeanne & Ray Dion 
James DuMez 
David Dunlap 
Roland Edwards 
Alice Esposito 
Susan Felker 
Betty & Raul Fernandez 
Chris Fitzgerald 
Lorrane & William Folchi 
Susie Jarosik & Dean Fournier 
Ann & Ken Franckling 
Virginia & Charles Gemmell 
Anne & Ramon Gil 
Jodi & Harvey Golfstein 
Louise & Gerald Golomb 
Stephen Graettinger 
Robert Gray 
Mary & Kenneth Greulich 
Elaine & Stephen Grippi 
Howard Guralnick 
Marilyn Gustin 

Gertrud Hall 
Dee & Ray Hill 
Deanna & Daniel Housfeld 
Sally Scholz & James Howarth 
Samantha Hultgren 
Elizabeth Hustman 
Michael & Barbara Hustman 
Gail & Jerry Johnson 
Judith Johnson 
Linda Herendeen & John Johnson 
Cynthia Katz 
Linda Duncan & Phil Katz 
Carolyn & Jim Kellar 
Bonnie & Ed Kerschke 
Pam Koontz 
Kathy & Stan Krichilsky 
Mary & Alan Kiernan 
Janice & Benjamin Kinsey 
Kay & Ray Kopczyk 
Edward Kosiewicz 
Jayne Dietsch & Mary Kowalewski 
Kathleen & Stanley Krichilsky 
Joanne Lancaster 
Suzanne Wilson & Kenneth Leeman 
Barbara Leight 
Audley & Stella Lewis 
Mauree Larkin & Leonard Lewis 
Carol & Jack Lovell 
Roxanne & Aaron Lucas 
Sondra & Dennis Lundbertf 
Sandra & Donald Mager 
Kathy & Tom Mancuse 
Florence & David Martin 
Margaret Martinet 
Karen & Keith Martin 
Donald Gopsill & George Mattie 
Sue & Larry Mesler 
Donna & Kenneth Miller 
Glee Miller 
Jeanne Hoppe & Bob Mueller 
Lynnore Feinberg & Robert Munson 

Caroline & Robert Murray 
Mary & Vincent Muto 
Teddy Nelson 
Marilyn & Dave Nims 
Gretchen Noller 
Shirley & Bernard O’Carroll 
Rebecca Finly & David O’Fallon 
Sharon & Ralph Oliver 
Marcella & Anthony Onorato 
Dave Orlowski 
Tricia Mathews & Tom Osborne 
Richard Parent 
James Peirce 

Theresa Rucker & Donald Phillips 
Diane & Joseph Picataggio 

Lynda Platt 
Philip Polson 
Arlevia & Harold Powell 
Charlotte Quinn 
Carole Ann & David Recchia 
Virginia & Ben Reehl 
Dolores & Rudy Reinecke 
Terry Reiss 
Jerry Renirie 
Ann & Joseph Rezek 
Marilyn & Earl Rhoney 
Lynn Ritchie 
Holli & Ronald Roberts 
Pat & Don Ryer 
Mary Lou Salzmann 
Carol & John Schmuhl 
Maria & Edward Sconzo 
Jean Seyl 
Sonja & Charles Singmaster 
Joan & Joe Skowyra 
Michael & Barrie Smiley 
Nancy & Andrew Smith 
Dan Smith 
Agnes & Joseph Smithling 
Cindy & Patrick Sorensen 
Marco Knapp & James Stern 
Claudia & Dennis Synora 
Jayne & Lloyd Thomas 
Lee Thompson 
Karen Traweek 
Susan & Michael Turner 
Lucy  Alfred Tyminski 
Jacqueline Vadney 
Shirlee & Hal Vanderbush 
Norma VanDeventer 
Diane Villano 
Ron Wallis 
Agnes West 
Alice & Joseph Walker 
Ellie & Jim Waller 
Ron Wallis 
Stephanie Garrett & Rod Walls 
Judi & John Walton 
Beverly & Bill Wareham 
Joyce Watkinson 
Eileen Wein 
Evelyn Welsh 
Agnes West 
Beverly & George Westacott 
Myma & Steve Wishnick 
Gigi Couture & James Willsey 
Ernestine & David Zipoy 
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The Charlotte County Jazz Society got to catch a rising star on Monday, February 12, and she 

made a mighty impression.  

Fresh off a week-long series of performances aboard The Jazz Cruise out of 

Fort Lauderdale, singer Veronica Swift quickly showed she's the real deal in a 

concert with tenor saxophonist Jeff Rupert's very fine quartet. The band includ-

ed pianist Richard Drexler, bassist Ben Kramer and Marty Morell, who was late 

pianist Bill Evans' longest-serving drummer. (Rupert, Drexler and Morell are on 

the University of Central Florida jazz faculty.) 

Swift, the 23-year-old daughter of late bebop pianist Hod O'Brien and singer Stephanie Nakasian, 

has a swinging presence. It is backed  by her abilities to explore a wide range of tunes, write and 

deliver vocalese (lyrics written to classic jazz solos), scat tastefully and emulate instrumental sounds that often 

make her one more horn player in the band.  

She is making a rapid rise on the national jazz scene on the heels of her second-place performance in the 2015 

Thelonious Monk Jazz Competition and her December 2016 graduation from the 

University of Miami's Frost School of Music. She's now based in New York City, 

gigs regularly in Manhattan and tours with trumpeter Chris Botti.  

On this evening, Swift and the quartet explored a half-dozen tunes from their 

2017 CD, Let's Sail Away, plus a few other gems with their 

high-energy, bop-infused swing.  

On "September in the Rain," Swift sang vocalese lyrics to a 

classic Lester Young solo and then emulated an upright 

voice with her voice, trading clever phrases with Kramer's bass lines. The band's take on 

"Pennies from Heaven" included Swift's own vocalese lyrics to a classic Stan Getz solo on the 

saxophonist's 1958 recording with the Oscar Peterson trio. 

Other gems included the band's takes on pianist Vince Guaraldi's 

"Ginza Samba," and the "Home Blues" middle section of George Gershwin's "An 

American in Paris." The latter tune's strong and bluesy feel revealed Swift's breadth 

and depth as a lyric interpreter. The band's two sets also included fresh material for 

this concert: Oscar Pettiford's "Battle Axe" and Sidney Bechet's "Promenade aux 

Champs-Elysées."  On the latter, Swift emulated a trombone in her solo, complete with 

slide motions.  

The band also dug into Rupert's ""Let's Sail Away" and "Beauty Becomes Her" (the later with lyrics written by 

Swift), Johnny Mandel's hard-driving "Pernod," a Brazilian medley with Portuguese lyrics deftly delivered by Swift, 

and a sizzling closer, "Fine and Dandy." 

This band fits Swift well in her Florida 

tours. Rupert loves to celebrate the beauty 

of the melody on his horn with a tone that 

often sounds like the late Stan Getz. 

Drexler is a tasty accompanist at the key-

board, adding solid and subtle touches as 

needed. Kramer and Morell provided a 

solid rhythmic cushion all night long.  

This concert drew a crowd estimated at 

375 to the Cultural Center of Charlotte County's Wil-

liam H. Wakeman III Theater. It was the 2017-18 CCJS  season's largest audience 

to date. 

 

 

              Swift 

          RUPERT 

Reprinted with permission from writer-
photographer Ken Franckling’s Jazz 

Veronica Swift’s jazz DNA serves her well 

           Drexter 
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           Swift, Kramer 

           Morell 

           Drexter, Swift, Rupert, Kramer, Morell 
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Buddy Rich and Rosemary Clooney were top of mind when trumpeter-singer David Pruyn 
brought his Jazz Legacy Big Band back to Port Charlotte on Monday, March 12. Both re-
ceived multi-song tributes in this artful program. The evening also highlighted the music of 
other big-band leaders, composers and arrangers - some well known, some deserving of 
far more recognition.  
 

Pruyn drafted an A-team of Florida jazz musicians for this Charlotte County Jazz Society 
concert, with drummer Eddie Metz Jr. powering the band. Area newcomer Roy Gerson, a 
nationally known jazz pianist who moved to Naples seven months ago, and bassist Charlie 
Silva completed the rhythm section. The leader's wife, the 
talented singer Michele James-Pruyn, spiced up the 
evening with a half-dozen tunes, five of them from the 
Clooney hit parade.  

 

The Buddy Rich tribute was fitting, because hearing drummer Rich's road band 
live in 1969 as a kid drummer in his father's circus band whetted Pruyn's appetite 

for big band jazz. The New Orleans native has spent time 
on a half-dozen of the big-name big-bands that have tour 
the country over the years. In addition to leading the band 
heard this night, he also is the new leader of the Jimmy 
Dorsey Orchestra.  
 

The Rich-related portions of the concert included Buddy's traditional opening number, Sam-
my Nestico's "Ya Gotta Try," (which was Pruyn's opener this night); a big-band take on Anto-
nio Carlos Jobim's "Wave," on which bass trombonist Chris Lundquist's solo floated over the 
reed section's flute chorus; another longtime Rich opener, "Mexicali Nose"; and a "West Side 
Story" medley that Rich had commissioned for his band. The latter spotlighted Metz and 
hornman Scott Melamerson, who had been Rich's lead trumpeter.  

 

The Clooney tribute included "Something's Gotta Give," the feverish "Mambo 
Italiano," "Hey There" from The Pajama Game, "Someone to Watch Over Me" 
and the frisky "In the Cool, Cool, Cool of the Evening." James-Pruyn also deliv-
ered a poignant take on the Luis Bonfa bossa nova "The Gentle Rain."  
 

Other big band gems delivered this night included 
Bob Florence's melancholy composition "Autumn," 
Phil Kelly's arrangement of "Sweet Georgia Upside 
Down" (recorded by trombonist Bill Watrous and the 
Manhattan Wiildlife Refuge),Oliver Nelson's "Baja 
Bossa,"and Pruyn's take on Woody Herman's vocal 
hit, "Sonny Boy." He also sang on a Ron McConnell 
arrangement of the Mel Torme hit "Liza, "Fools Rush In" and the Sergio Mendes hit 
"Like a Lover."  

 

The program closed with Mike Barone's "Peachy," which was trumpeter Doc Severinsen's "Tonight Show" closing 
number when he fronted the band.  
 

Tenor saxophonist Danny Jordan was a solo powerhouse, with spotlight moments on the Tom Kubis arrangement 
of "When You're Smiling," 
"Autumn" and "Mexicali Nose," 
among others. Alto saxophonists 
Peter BarenBregge and Valerie 
Gillespie were featured respective-
ly on ""Baja Bossa" and Patrick 
Williams' arrangement of the Ray 
Noble composition "I Hadn't Any-
one 'Til You."   
 

The concert drew an estimated 
375 people to the  
Charlotte County Cultural Center's 
William H. Wakeman III Theater.  

Reprinted with permission from writer-
photographer Ken Franckling’s Jazz Notes blog. 

Honoring Buddy,Rosie and many more 

                                 Jazz Legacy Big Band 

               Roy Gerson 

Michele James-Pruyn 

       David Pruyn 

              Danny Jordan 

Eddie Metz Jr. 
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O ur  jazz jams will be on the last Sunday of each 
month at the Kingsway Golf Course, 13625 SW 
Kingsway Cir, Lake Suzy, FL 34269 from 1-4 pm. 

We’re all about jazz. Come sit in or just sit and enjoy.   
 
Tickets are FREE for members, and $5 for non-
members.  Food and drinks are available for purchase.   

JAM  DATES:  
 

Mar 25, Apr 29, 2018 
 

Hotline (941) 766-9422 & www.ccjazz.org  

YOU CAN BECOME A LEGACY SUPPORTER 

Charlotte County Jazz Society is deeply grateful to former 
members Marjorie Jean Biermann, Helen Langdon, and Dona-
tella and Ken Neumann.  Their generous bequests now play a 
major role in helping fund the outstanding jazz artists brought 
to our community by CCJS.  They have also been instrumen-
tal in supporting our commitment to pass on our love of jazz 
with the awarding of annual scholarships to graduating high 
school seniors.  We invite you to join us in our mission to pre-
serve, promote and present live jazz by including CCJS in 
your will, trust, retirement account or life insurance policy, or 
with a donation to CCJS in honor or memory of a fellow jazz 
lover. For more detailed information, please contact any CCJS 
officer or director as listed on the last page.   
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For more information, Fred Capitelli   941-743-2157  

 

JAZZ Tuesdays thru Saturdays 
at            

JD’S JAZZ CLUB & FINE DINING 
1951 Tamiami Trail, Port Charlotte 

 
Tuesdays         Mickey Basil    5:30 to 8:30 pm 

 

 Wednesdays    Tony Boffa        5:30 to 8:30 pm 
 

 Thursdays     Tony Boffa            5:30 to 8:30 pm 
  

 Fridays    Kitt Moran Quartet      7 to 10 pm 
 

 Saturdays   Tony Boffa Quartet  7 to 10 pm 
 
 Call ahead for reservations  941-255-0994 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE 
SINGLE $50  - COUPLE $90 

 

1 CONCERT COSTS $20  
for non-members 

 

Members get 7 Concerts, 7 Jams  
and other activities 

Membership card active for 1 year 
from the month that you join. 

Hotline: 941-766-9422 

INGROOV JAZZ BIG BAND  
1ST & 3RD WEDNESDAY 

EACH MONTH NOV 2017 THRU APRIL 2018 
Held in the Music room of the Charlotte Cultural 

Center from 2 to 4pm 

CCJS on the Web! 
 

www.ccjazz.org 
 

  Check the concert schedule 
 

  Join the jazz society  
 

  Preview upcoming  
    concerts and events 

 Find out where your favorite 

jazz artists are playing  
 

LIKE us on Facebook  

www.facebook.com 

Charlotte County Jazz -CCJS 

 

A REMINDER TO ALL SCHOOL 
BAND DIRECTORS 

  

All directors, middle school, high school and 
college students will be given a FREE pass to 
get into any CCJS concert.  Please stop by the 

membership desk as you enter the theater 
with your ID for your free pass for the evening. 

 88 Keys Florida at the Wyvem Hotel 
 

101 E. Retta Esplanade,  
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 

 

Thursdays artists vary 6 to 9 pm 
 

Fridays    Danny Sinoff Trio    7 to 10 pm 
 

Saturdays   Mickey Basil     6 to 9 pm 

In Tune is published four times a year (Oct., Dec., Feb., and 
April).  We welcome pertinent articles, letters and news items 
space permitting.  Opinions expressed are those  of  the  writers 
and not necessarily those of the CCJS.  
 

Don’t forget to take advantage of our CCJS email list.  We try to 
send out reminders for events by email.  Please send your name 
and email address to Connie at  
 
intunejazz@gmail.com 
 

Membership questions call Connie 941-235-9482 

 



 

 

CCJS 2016  Of f i cers    
 

 Dave Nims, President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941.743.9511 

 Tom Osborne, Vice President  . . . . . . . . .  941.625.2123  

 Chris (Brown) Fitzgerald, Treasurer . . . . . .941.629.5338  

 Lynda Platt, Secretary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  941.347.8403 

Directors  
 Ennis Bisbano, Scholarship . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941.623.0619 

 Fred Capitelli, Board Development. . . . . .   941.743.2157 

 Dan Cobb, Finance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  740.361.4060 

 Jim Howarth, Finance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  941.505.2789 

 Aaron Lucas, Sponsorship  . . . . .  . . . . . . . .   502.386.3631     

 Pam Koontz, Board Development . . . . . .   941.749.0469 

 Mike Parmelee, Concert & Jam Coordinator  . .  

 ,John Johnson,  Scholarship  . . . . . . . . . . .   941.876.4054 

 Charlotte Quinn, Historian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 

Bobbie Gasparri, Honorary Director 
  

 

CCJS HOTLINE:  941.766.9422 
www.ccjazz.org 

www.facebook.com/ccjazzsociety    
 

Photography by Ken Franckling 

All That’s Jazz 

P.O. Box 495321 

Port Charlotte, Florida 33949  

2017-2018  

Concert Season 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

October  9  DOUBLE  CONCERT 
                             DICK HAMILTON Sextet / 
    MIKE MARKAVERICH Trio 
 

November  13 JOHNNY VARRO & his        
     SWING SEVEN 
 

December 11 GREG ABATE  Saxophonist  

 

January  8  LATIN JAZZ NIGHT  
    JOE DELANEY & friends 
   
February  12 JEFF RUPERT Quartet with 
    VERONICA SWIFT 
 

March   12  BIG BAND JAZZ NIGHT 
    DAVE PRUYN & THE JAZZ 
    LEGACY BIG BAND 
 

April  9   DIXIELAND JAZZ NIGHT 
    HERB BRUCE & HERBICIDE 
    JAZZ BAND 
 

 

Name :______________________________ 

Address: ____________________________ 

City: _______________________________ 

State: ____________Zip:_______________ 

Phone: ____________ Cell:______________ 

Email:_______________________________ 

Occupation / Special Skills: 

Musician?________ Willing to Volunteer?__ 

Mail check made to CCJS : CCJS 

PO Box 495321, Port Charlotte, FL 33949 

Rolling membership available.   

Single $50  - Couple $90 

Members get 7 Concerts, 7 Jams and other activi-
ties.  Membership card active for 1 year from the 

month that you join. 
Hotline: 941-766-9422 

Www.ccjazz.org 
Www.facebook.com/ccjazzociety 

intunejazz@gmail.com 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


